
GRACE LENNON AIA LEED AP BD&C 

2020 DESIGN TRENDS 
RESTAURANT ARCHITECTURE

1

IMAGE COURTESY OF BUCK.STUDIO; PHOTOGRAPHY ©PION BASIA KULIGOWSKA, PRZEMYSŁAW NIECIECKI



MINIMALIST

COLOR

PG 3

PG 11

PG 5

PG 82

MATERIAL

SYMBOLIC



INSPIRATION 
Motivated by the need to seek order and 

minimalism in design. 
 

Incorporate clean lines and fluidity.

Design to concept, “less is more”.

Activate and shape sensory experience.

APPLICATION 
Utilize a minimalist palette of materials in 
restaurant interiors.
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MATERIALS 
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Designers are embracing a minimalist aesthetic, 

pairing raw materials withs simple geometric 

shapes and lines. 

Set in a bustling Moskovski area in Saint 

Petersburg, the vibrant Kompaniya 

Restaurant has a modern yet rustic feel 

with exposed concrete frames and brickwork. 

The space contains a frame made of wood and 

metal, resembling an archetypal green house, 

containing planters and cache-pots with 

greenery. The frame construction provides 

a connection between the two levels of the 

restaurant and is reminiscent of a winter 

garden. The interior contains abundant light 

and plant life, while all the furniture is of an 

outdoor type, and lighting is similar to street 

spotlights. 



SYMBOLIC

INSPIRATION 
Re-invent the past.

Design structures that mimic objects
in shape and detail. 

A need for design that connects to the

individual character of a 
neighborhood.

Provide a bold architectural statement that

promotes a sense of place.

APPLICATION 
Design restaurant interiors that represent the
surrounding area’s past and future. 
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PRODUCT
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Architects are beginning to use a restaurant’s 

product as the main design inspiration, helping 

to express the company’s identity and strong 

innovative spirit.  

Cloud-like ceilings and neon signage are just 

some of the playful features that design studio 

FormRoom employed to create this Instagram-

friendly ice cream store in central London. Milk 

Train has been designed to cater primarily to 

the brand’s diverse Instagram demographic. 

Playing on its brand name, the aesthetic of 

a classic British steam train was the main 

inspiration for the store’s interiors. Upon 

entering, customers can choose from a menu 

that’s printed on blackboards in white block 

lettering, while seating booths are numbered 

like train platforms. 
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NEIGHBORHOOD
Architects are embracing regionalism and

cultural building traditions, exploring

communities’ vernacular designs. 

Bunsen restaurant incorporates recognizable 

features of the surrounding Gothic 

neighborhood its interior design. While curtains 

ornamenting the walls bring to mind the typical 

neighborhood bar, a connecting corridor 

between the two entrances of the restaurant 

remind us of passageways of the neighboring 

streets. The centerpiece of Bunsen is a ceramic 

bench, which curves along the walls of the 

restaurant. Along the Catalan vault constructed 

over the indoor corridor, these organic shapes 

are reminiscent of local architecture and 

interiors, resulting in a fluid and open space.

SYMBOLIC
IMAGES COURTESY OF MESURA; PHOTOGRAPHY ©ENRIC BADRINAS



COLOR

INSPIRATION 
Look to nature for answers to both
complex and simple design problems. 
 

Add playful accents for higher level of
delight and richness.

Strive for bold design. 

Embrace new materials and advanced
technologies.

APPLICATION 
Use nature-influenced color palettes.  

Incorporate bold colors into restaurant 
interiors. 
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NATURE

Many restaurant interior designers are drawing 

color palette inspiration from nature. 

Designed by BUCK.STUDIO, Opasly Tom 

restaurant serves contemporary Polish cuisine 

in the suite of connecting rooms varying in 

scale. The interior boasts a rich color palette 

of nature-inspired shades of coral, sage, honey 

and ink blue. The colors, showcased on the 

folds of the velvet upholstered corrugated 

steel cladding of the interior walls, define 

and distinguish the various restaurant dining 

rooms. This contemporary, minimalistic design 

approach produces the impression of coherence 

while creating a powerful aesthetic impact. It 

also provides excellent acoustics, as well as a 

dramatic backdrop to the restaurant furniture, 

fit-out and surface finishes made of refined 

poplar burl; geometric terrazzo; oak wood; and 

rough, unpolished marble.
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PATTERNS
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COLOR

Designers are perfecting the art of using color

and patterns to push boundaries in restaurant

interiors to create lively, inviting spaces.

Abu Ghosh is a conceptual street food 

restaurant with authentic Israeli food. The small 

space includes an open kitchen and seating, while 

not losing the bright flavor of Israel. Next to the 

entrance is a showcase with Israeli products and 

decorated with handmade patterned tiles. The 

sunny tall space of the hall interior is designed 

in bright colors with the addition of point color 

accents. Bold shades of blue, pink and yellow 

are combined with the restored ancient walls of 

the pavilion fishnet and cement handmade tiles.  

Vintage decorative lamps from the ‘50s hang 

from the high ceiling, providing warm and muted 

lighting and creating a cozy and comfortable 

space.
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INSPIRATION 
Discover the beauty in imperfections

Activate and shape entry experience.

Convey rhythm and repetition in 
interior details. 

Apply texture to material finishes.

APPLICATION 
Incorporate traditional design motifs into
restaurant finish materials.

Showcase reflective and contrasting 
materials in restaurant interiors. 
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SYMBOLIC

12

Many interior designers draw inspiration from

the culture in which a cuisine originates,

creating unique dining experiences.

Located in an old Majorcan bakery of the 19th 

century, the design of the new Forn De Sant 

Joan Restaurant is a homage to its past and the 

art of weaving baskets of the island. The aim was 

to create a cozy atmosphere that could embody 

the tradition of Majorca Island; therefore, the 

art of wicker and handmade basketry, typical 

craft common to all Mediterranean villages, 

became one of the main elements of the design. 

The skin consists of overlapped wooden strips 

that create a lattice, while the rest of the walls 

are painted with a reddish hue that recalls the 

terracotta oven in the bakery.
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CONTRASTING

Designers are exploring the balance of 

maintaining elements that clearly identify a 

particular food brand, while also introducing 

new design. 

Kento is a Valencia take-away sushi chain 

designed by Masquespacio. Kento’s branded 

colors are celebrated throughout the space – 

green, brown and gold – but are enhanced with 

new materials. Large, shiny tiles add a glamorous 

touch, with semi-circular wooden strips on the 

walls that reference 1960s retro. The wooden 

details also remind guests of the brand’s Asian 

heritage by appearing like bamboo. There is a 

constant contrast of colors, textures and even 

furnishings, like the reflective gold plating next 

to gloss ceramics, metallic greens and softly 

grained wood.13 IMAGE COURTESY OF MASQUESPACIO: PHOTOGRAPHY @  LUIS BELTRAN 
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THANK YOU 
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CREDITS
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All photos and content used with Permission

Designers featured:

• DA architecture bureau

• FORMROOM

• El Equipo Creativo

• BUCK.STUDIO

• MESURA

• STUDIO SHOO

• masquespacio


