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INSPIRATION 
Motivated by the need to seek order and 

minimalism in design. 
 

Incorporate clean lines and fluidity.

Design to the concept of ‘less is more’.

Connect to the earth’s natural
elements.

APPLICATION 
Use a minimalist palette of materials in 
residential kitchens.

Use of local, raw materials for residential
designs.
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INTERIOR FINISHES
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Designers are embracing a minimalist aesthetic, 

pairing raw materials with softening metallic 

finishes.

Innovation defines this Dijon Kitchen 

designed by Diego Revollo, located in a 

penthouse in São Paulo. The 4.5m long island 

hangs above the floor, suspended at each 

end by black metallic frames. The kitchen is 

complemented by the line of cabinets in mustard 

color and, on the slatted block of massive 

Tauari wood. While the mustard color gives 

stark contrast to the black top, the honey-

colored wood with its natural texture ensures 

warmth by counteracting smooth and metallic 

surfaces. The burnt cement of the floor reflects 

the natural light and gently reinforces the 

simplicity of the materials chosen.



HABITABLE LANDSCAPE
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Homes are being designed as “habitable land-

scape”, being closely aligned with the rugged 

beauty of the natural surrounding conditions. 

David Coleman’s Hill House cuts into a 

Washington hill “like a rusty blade”, with the 

building slotted into the surrounding scenery 

and sloped site. A gabion wall supports the 

hillside residence perched above a steep, grassy 

mound. The gabion stone walls, made from 

the spoils of the excavations and conceived 

to reduce off-site waste, provide retaining, 

context and privacy while bridging between 

building and landscape. Weathering steel 

cladding wraps the flat roof and a solid wall 

to the east, evoking the cultural history of 

the mining encampments found nearby.  The 

house’s warm coloring also  blends with the 

surrounding tree trunks.



SYMBOLIC

INSPIRATION 
Respond to a community’s culture,

history, and vernacular architecture.

Design structures that mimic objects
in shape and detail. 

Promote an interactive and more 

creative approach to design. 

APPLICATION 
Reference local artists’ work in residential 
design. 

Find inspiration in everyday objects for home 
design. 
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ART
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Architects are beginning to draw inspiration for 

home designs from local artists’ work. 

American studio The Ranch Mine has completed a 

modern courtyard home in Arizona that alludes 

to Georgia O’Keeffe paintings, prioritizing 

simple materials, distinctive geometries and 

the desert sky. Located in Uptown Phoenix, the 

Weave house’s name stems from the weaving 

together of modern amenities with a vernacular 

distinct to the American Southwest. Like Georgia 

O’Keeffe’s work– the famed artist who also lived 

and worked in an adobe home in New Mexico- 

Weave is derived from a focus on line, color 

and composition, creating a modern home with 

simple materials. 
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OBJECT
Most people’s daily lives usually take place in 

functional spaces, therefore the idea of time and 

where time spent has become design inspiration 

for residential spaces. 

Taking its cues from a cuckoo clock, Cuckoo 

House is a cafe combined with a four-person 

house in Da Nang, Vietnam, designed by 

architecture studio Tropical Space. Built entirely 

from local clay bricks, the coffee shop forms a 

single-story base, while the two-story home sits 

on top and cantilevers out over the green space 

below. Depending on the level of privacy desired, 

various areas of the house can be connected or 

closed off via buffer areas, through windows 

and small cuckoo clock-style wooden doors.
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PREFAB

INSPIRATION 
Build on difficult and remote sites.
 

Achieve simplicity in design. 

Strive to be affordable, greener, and

more efficient. 

Embrace new materials and advanced
technologies.

APPLICATION 
Utilize pre-fabricated homes for speedy 
construction time.

Use pre-fabricated units to allow homes to 
be built on remote sites. 
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METAL

The prefabrication method of construction has 

many benefits over other construction methods, 

such as reduced cost, speed of build and the ability 

to repeat it. 

Architect Alejandro Soffia pieced together a series 

of modules and covered them in bright yellow 

corrugated panels to form this prefabricated 

woodland residence in Pucón, Chile. Yellow 

House is built from a module Soffia designed to 

be prefabricated in various sizes to suit different 

functions of the residence. Undulating metal 

panels painted yellow cover over the structure, 

giving it a homogeneous appearance that 

drastically contrasts its green setting. Black 

panels run along the exterior, matching the black 

columns that elevate the house above its sloped 

site in Pucón. The individual modules hidden 

underneath this shell, meanwhile, are built from 

lightweight Structural Insulated Panels (SIP).
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NATURAL & LOCAL
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PREFAB

Building on a rugged piece of land, far from the 

city and with difficult access, can be achieved 

with pre-fabricated units. 

Screens made from eucalyptus run along the 

front of this long and thin prefab residence, 

which São Paulo firm Studio MK27 has completed 

on a farm tucked into the rolling hills of 

Catuçaba, Brazil. The Catuçaba house is built 

on a remote site located 1,500 meters above sea 

level. Elevated above the slope on slender stilts, 

the residence was prefabricated in wood from 

a sustainable source. An expansive wooden deck 

creates a platform for the home, which is framed 

by two adobe walls at either end. Floor-to-ceiling 

glazing opens out onto the north and south 

terraces, extending the living spaces outdoors. 

Glazing is covered by screens made from 

eucalyptus branches that filter light through 

their irregular outline.
IMAGES COURTESY OF STUDIO MK27; PHOTOGRAPHY ©FERNANDO GUERRA



INSPIRATION 
Blur the lines between interior and exterior
environment.

Push for sustainable and green design. 

Convey rhythm and repetition in 
facade details. 

Apply texture to material finishes.

APPLICATION 
Celebrate interesting materials that are 
typically not used in home construction.

Incorporate contrasting exterior materials in 
residential design. 
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CORK
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Cork not only has exceptional thermal and 

acoustic performance, but is also breathable, 

free from chemicals, and creates a healthy 

environment inside the house.

Cork House, designed by Nimtim Architects, is 

an extension clad in cork with contrasting pink 

windows to a Victorian terrace house in south 

London. The extension has a simple pitched roof 

and cork walls designed to complement the 

dwelling’s existing brickwork, while the window 

frames offer a bright counterpoint.  The cork 

cladding was also sustainably harvested from 

the bark of the cork oak tree. Cork is a chemical-

free material that can be fully composted or 

recycled, and is also naturally water resistant, 

sound absorbing and thermally efficient. 
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CONTRAST

Contrasting materials in home design can provide 

a fun dynamic to the exterior facade.

Boxy forms wrapped in Danish brick and 

large stretches of glass form this California 

residence, which was designed by US firm EYRC to 

capture light and connect to the outdoors. The 

Waverley house features a main dwelling and 

a detached guest house. Meant to be “a study in 

strong, simple composition”, the home consists 

of rectilinear volumes that are offset in plan. 

The team aimed to give the home a museum-like 

quality, and prioritized materiality and craft.

Lower exterior walls are clad in gray, hand-

fired bricks from Denmark architecture, while 

the upper walls are covered with stainless steel 

panels and glazing.
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THANK YOU 
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CREDITS
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All photos and content used with Permission

Designers featured:

• David Coleman

• Diego Revollo

• The Ranch Mine

• Tropical Space

• Alejandro Soffia

• MK27

• Nimtim Architects

• EYRC


