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INSPIRATION 
Celebrate Gothic and 19th century 

Victorian architecture and color palettes. 

Connect back to a city’s culture, 
history, and community.

Strive for timeless design. 

Promote historical preservation and 
adaptable space. 

APPLICATION 
Build housing within crumbling historic 
structures 

Showcase spirited mosaics against 
monochromatic surfaces. 
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HISTORIC RE-USE
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The desire to protect and to preserve historic

architecture is inspiring architects to re-

purpose and re-use older structures.

The Cordoba-ReUrbano Housing 

Building, designed by Cadaval & Solà-

Morales, is a nine residence apartment complex 

located a historic neighborhood in Mexico 

City. The project builds on the initiative of the 

Urban Recycling start-up; a program in which 

architects construct housing within  buildings 

of historical value. The past and present coexist 

in the design, creating a new reality built 

upon the two architectural typologies. At the 

exterior, the black painted steel of the modern 

addition is in stark contrast to the cream color 

of the existing structure, while the interior 

boasts white washed brick and elegant wooden 

accents. 
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MOSAIC
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Designers are beginning to incorporate lavish 

patterns and mosaic wall treatments, allowing 

for dramatic, highly individualized residential 

interiors. 

The Gills residence, designed by Cong Sinh 

Architects, features a three story black and 

white mosaic wall located within a central 

atrium. The entire layout of the building is 

designed around this core, allowing the mosaic 

to be seen from every floor, contrasting with 

the white finishes of the walls and ceiling. The 

tall and slender home also utilizes indirect 

daylight and natural ventilation, featuring 

ventilation slots at the facade for dividing space 

according to occupant use. 
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FUTURISM

INSPIRATION 
Achieve simplicity in design.

Embrace new materials and software to 
foster creativity and innovation. 

Promote idea of evolving architecture.

Blur the boundary between digital and 

physical realities. 

APPLICATION 
Use digital software to design cutting edge 
modern interiors. 

Incorporate bold geometry that is both 
minimalist and structurally expressive. 

6

IMAGE COURTESY OF APICAL REFORM



SOFTWARE
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FUTURISM

The use  of advanced computer programs 

to assist in the creation, modification, and 

optimization of a design has had a huge 

influence on residential interiors, allowing for 

innovation and creativity. 

In 1102 Penthouse, the designers Apical 

Reform transform a normal apartment into 

sculptural work of modern art. Grey and white 

surfaces with undulating and fluid forms unify 

the house, and provide the ideal canvas for 

splashes of color. The carefully selected decor, 

with integrated lighting design and customized 

artworks, add character to the spaces, with 

highlights including patterned screens and the 

sculptural staircase.
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FUTURISM

STRUCTURE
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There have been relatively few opportunities for 

architectural expression in the steel structure 

of multi-story buildings because generally, most 

of the structure is concealed. However, due to 

advanced computational analysis and materials 

technology, designers are beginning to create 

incredible and dynamic forms. 

This apartment complex at 170 Amsterdam, 

designed by Handel Architects, maximizes floor 

area on a long narrow site on the Upper West 

Side of Manhattan. The building’s exoskeleton 

that defines the exterior allows for maximum 

square footage of the interior apartments, and 

unobstructed views of the adjacent large green 

spaces. The intersections of the structure rise 

to the top of the building at different heights, 

giving the appearance of a façade in motion.



VIBRANT

INSPIRATION 
Promote visual connectivity within 
interior and exterior spaces. .

Add playful accents for higher level of 
delight and richness.

Strive for colorful facades that radiate.

Design to energize and activate 
surroundings. 

APPLICATION 
Incorporate bright primary colors into the 
interior and exterior design.  
 
Design irregular shaped residential towers. 
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COLOR

Recently, an increased number of projects are de-

veloped using colorful installations to highlight 

exterior facades, draw the attention to detail 

and add a pleasant atmosphere to the building as 

a whole. 

     

E589 apartments is a compact 55 unit 

residential building located in the city of 

Melbourne, that transforms from day to 

night. Built by the Australian architecture firm 

Architects EAT, the design merges livability, 

urban dialogue and architectural aesthetic with 

use of color and customization. Each corridor 

has its own distinct color, allowing efficient 

way-finding, while the exterior balconies 

incorporate colorful LED lights, creating a 

rainbow-like effect at night. The balcony louvers 

that dominate the facade are movable, resulting 

in a highly dynamic envelope that can form a 

closed cube, or can open completely, with a full 

spectrum of permutations in-between. 
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FORM 

The trend toward twisted forms in residential 

tower design is as popular as ever, pushing the 

boundaries and creating forms that are both 

complex and dynamic.

Paris architecture firm Hamonic + Masson & 

Associés designed these Residential Towers 

to catch the light at every angle, resulting in 

a dramatic spiraling form.  There is no feeling 

of repetition throughout this structure’s 200 

residences, with each apartment having a unique 

footprint. Common green spaces are placed 

throughout, allowing occupants access to the 

outdoors and social gathering areas. The towers 

are the first Parisian housing project since 1970 

to rise above 50 meters, therefore helping Paris 

transition from a linear city to a vertical one. 

At the interior, hallways are painted with a bold 

yellow, relating back to the reflective materiality 

of the exterior. 
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INSPIRATION 
Incorporate clean lines and fluidity.

Merge old and contemporary. 

Strive to be authentic. 

Connect to the earth’s natural 
elements.

APPLICATION 
Look to natural terrain for design 
inspiration. 

Use of local, raw materials for residential 
exterior facades. 
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NATURAL CURVATURE
Many architects are taking design cues from the 

curvature of canyons and valleys, allowing for 

interesting play on light and shadow. 

Loft M, located in a former factory on the 

outskirts of Kortrijk Belgium, is designed as an 

“exercise of light”. Graux & Baeyens Architects 

incorporate undulating surfaces  to capture the 

light and let it gradually shift into shadow. The 

design consists of two levels, each individually 

drape around the existing columns and unfold 

themselves towards the windows. The uniqueness 

of place is created by variations of concave and 

convex surfaces, cantilevers and double-height 

ceilings, all of which are finished in a custom-

made lime technic stone. 
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MATERIALITY

Architects are beginning to use local, raw 

materials at exterior facades, allowing for 

environmentally sustainable construction that 

relates back to the local community. 

Built in Stavanger, Norway, which has the highest 

concentration of wooden architecture in 

Northern Europe, The Waterfront apartment 

complex is an iconic and vibrant structure that 

expresses a local identity. Designed by AART 

Architects, the complex includes 128 freehold 

flats, as well as shops and cafes along the 

promenade, and uses locally harvested wood to 

sheathe the exterior. The flats, of varying size, 

shape and height, promote diversity in occupants, 

while the irregularity of lines and volumes that 

shape the wooden exterior yield an energetic  
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THANK YOU 
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CREDITS
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All photos and content used with Permission

Designers featured:

• Cadaval & Solà-Morales

• Cong Sinh Architects

• Apical Reform 

• Handel Architects

• Architects EAT

• Hamonic + Masson & Associés

• Graux & Baeyens Architects

• AART Architects


