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INSPIRATION 
Motivated by the need to seek order and 

minimalism in design. 
 

Incorporate clean lines and fluidity.

Design to concept “less is more”.

Activate and shape sensory experience.

APPLICATION 
Utilize a minimalist palette of materials in 
commercial interiors.
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INTERIOR FINISHES
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Designers are embracing a minimalist aesthetic, 

pairing rough surfaces and raw materials with 

softening organic shapes and lines. 

Brazil-based architects MNMA Studio has 

completed a retail store for fashion brand 

Haight, and the entire project is a how-to 

lesson in organic brutalism. Faced with a 

challenging, irregular layout and obstructive 

central column, MNMA got creative. It clad 

the column in gray marble, turning it into a 

striking central feature. Then, the architects 

inserted a glass-encased concrete slab to 

create a mezzanine dressing room reached via 

a sweeping set of concrete stairs. Another 

concrete slab covers most of the ceiling, 

stopping just short of the interior walls. Strip 

lights hidden in between the gap make the 

perimeter of the store appear to glow.



SYMBOLIC

INSPIRATION 
Provide a bold architectural statement that 

promotes a company’s identity. 

Design structures that mimic objects
in shape and detail. 

Promote an interactive and more 

creative approach to design. 

APPLICATION 
Incorporate a company’s primary product in 
the facade design. 

Use a company’s product as design inspiration 
for unique form. 
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MIMIC

6

Architects are beginning to use a company’s 

product as the main design inspiration, helping 

to express the company’s identity and strong 

innovative spirit.  

ASWA recently designed the innovative Bitwise 

Headquarters in Samutprakarn, Thailand. 

Bitwise is a manufacturer of air conditioners; 

therefore, the design was realized from the 

conceptual organization’s image and identity 

applied into the form of the building. The 

truss structure forms triangulated geometric 

patterns, creating an dynamic facade. Aluminum 

louvers are placed within the trusses, whose 

forms are similar to those of the ventilation 

fins of an air conditioner. The louvers also 

help bring natural light and views of outside 

surroundings.
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PRODUCT
Architects are utilizing a company’s product as 

the primary facade material. 

The Showroom and Offices DFG-

Pavestone, designed by OLAestudi, utilizes 

what the company does best for the material 

and design of the building. The Galician “DFG-

pavestone” has quarries all over the world 

and innovative technology for cutting and 

optimizing stone. The building is, therefore, a 

showcase for the company’s famous granite. The 

interior spaces are mainly glass, polycarbonate 

and metal, while the façade boasts blue platinum 

granite overlapping lattices. A granite basket 

has been built, allowing filtered light into the 

office. Space and construction at the service of 

the stone.
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MODULAR

INSPIRATION 
Look to nature for answers to both
complex and simple design problems. 
 

Achieve simplicity in design. 

Strive for customizable design. 

Embrace new materials and advanced
technologies.

APPLICATION 
Use nature-influenced geometrical forms. 

Design facades with a repetitive architecture
rhythm.  
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REPETITIVE

Repetition in retail storage elements help to not 

only define space, but create a unique character 

on any interior.

Kengo Kuma has completed the renovation  of 

Camper’s Barcelona store using vaulted ceramic 

plates. Facing the Plaza Catalonia, Camper 

Paseo de Gracia utilizes the ground-breaking 

concept of the vault, which was also a great point 

of reference for Catalan architect Antoni Gaudi 

throughout his works, as the main visual feature 

of the Barcelona Camper store. the ceramic 

vault has been used here as the basic unit of the 

furniture, from shelves, to benches, to counters 

for the shoes, resulting in a warm and friendly 

atmosphere that reflects the culture of Catalonia.
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RETAIL INTERIORS
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MODULAR

Movable components in retail, such as hangers 

and shelves,  allow flexibility while creating a 

dynamic interior. 

For the physical store of the label Self+, 

in Botafogo, one of the most bohemian 

neighborhoods in Rio de Janeiro, Kube 

Arquitetura used the persona who inspires 

the brand to create the concept of the store 

design. The persona is a woman in a search of 

self-knowledge and that reflects the way she 

presents herself to the world. To mirror it in the 

concept of the store, the furniture is modular 

and flexible, which allows transformations 

according to the products available, brand 

transformations and renovation. The inside 

was build up from separate pieces like they were 

found in different trips. The walls are painted 

with geometric forms in different colors 

as a metaphor for the woman who is always 

changing.
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INSPIRATION 
Blur the lines between interior and exterior
environment.

Activate and shape entry experience.

Convey rhythm and repetition in 
facade details. 

Apply texture to material finishes.

APPLICATION 
Celebrate dynamic screen elements in facade 
design.

Incorporate vertical patterns into exterior 
commercial design.
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STRUCTURE
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Architects are designing spaces that are 

expressive, experiential and sustainable.

Langtin Yuanzhu Experience Hall, by 

CHALLENGE DESIGN and located in Wuhan, 

China, is based on the harmonious unity of art 

and function. The design concept is a steel-

plate building floating on the water, implying 

an eagle soaring over a lake. There is a number 

of connections between the architecture and 

nature, as well as an immersive outdoor space 

immediately adjacent to the building. Square 

aluminum tubes are arranged on the facade, 

forming a feather-like sculptural pattern. 

The presence of water blurs the inner and 

outer boundaries of the building, allowing 

the building to fully integrate with the 

environment.
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SCREEN

Integrating patterns and repetitive elements into 

facade design help to not only define space, but 

create a unique character to any building. 

Delis Yokohama, by Kengo Kuma and 

Associates, is expected to be a new landmark 

in the east part of Yokohama station, Japan. 

With 850 panels of aluminum grating that have 

different sizes and patterns and are combined 

as mosaic, the architects tried to translate the 

humane and unsorted atmosphere of this vibrant 

district alongside the canal into architectural 

vocabulary. Normally, multipurpose buildings 

in big cities are treated unfavorably. However, 

with the application of the industrial material as 

the particle, the architects succeeded in giving a 

fresh expression of “noise” to the building.
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THANK YOU 
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CREDITS
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All photos and content used with Permission

Designers featured:

• CHALLENGE DESIGN

• MNMA studio

• ASWA

• OLAestudio

• Kengo Kuma & Associates

• Kube Arquitetura


