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SOCIAL

INSPIRATION 
Introduce centralized hubs to boost 
communication.

Promote visual connectivity to 
adjacent interior and exterior spaces. 

Social interaction to help patients 
both mentally and physically.

Address the need for positive spaces to 
facilitate healing.

APPLICATION 
Provide well central courtyards that directly 
connect to healthcare interiors.

Combine many functions within healthcare 
facilities to promote interaction. IMAGES COURTESY OF HAPTIC; VISUALS © FORBES MASSIE.



COURTYARD
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SOCIAL

Many healthcare facilities are utilizing 

centralized courtyards to provide a visual 

relationship between exterior and interior, as 

well as provide a social hub for patients. 

Haptic Architects designed Drøbak elderly 

housing to encourage residents to socialize. 

Located in rural Norway, which has a growing 

elderly population, the series of zigzagging 

roof lined buildings incorporate various 

communal areas to encourage as much 

interaction as possible between its elderly 

residents and the wider community. The design 

aim was to place “equal focus on the internal 

and external spaces, creating a number of 

social spaces to bring people together”, and 

incorporates gardens, shops, and restaurants.

IMAGES COURTESY OF HAPTIC; VISUALS © FORBES MASSIE.



MULTI-FUNCTIONS
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When designing hospital facilities, architects 

are not only sensitive to the needs of the 

patients, but also the staff and visitors.

Skandion Clinic, designed by LINK arkitektur, 

is Scandinavia’s first cancer clinic for treatment 

with proton therapy. The campus encompasses 

a variety of functions, including a highly 

advanced radiotherapy facility, preparation 

rooms, offices, conference rooms, a hotel 

and a restaurant. Therefore, the fundamental 

concept of the project was to succeed in 

merging so many different activities into a 

common structure, allowing patients, visitors, 

and employees to all socialize. The design also 

has a  strong connection to the outdoor 

environment, using  natural materials as much 

as possible.

SOCIAL

IMAGES COURTESY OF LINK ARKITEKTUR; PHOTOGRAPHY @ HUNDVEN-CLEMENTS PHOTOGRAPHYHAM-HALL



EFFICIENT
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INSPIRATION 
Connect to a hospital’s immediate 
surroundings. 

Apply ‘kit of parts’ attitude to healthcare 
design.

Strive to be responsible, greener, and 

more efficient.

APPLICATION 
Build hospitals with prefabricated modules to 
streamline construction in remote locations. 

Design low impact healthcare structures using 
sustainable practices and materials. 



PREFAB
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Healthcare architects are designing healthcare 

facilities with prefabricated, modular parts, 

allowing the construction of highly technical 

spaces in any location. 

Ospital Pacifica de Juan and Juana 

Angara, a Philippines hospital designed by 

CAZA, is constructed using prefabricated 

components and is meant to serve as a model 

for medical facilities in remote areas. Its  design 

can be adapted to any environment through a 

customized kit of parts. The architecture, space 

and program are planned around a nine-by-nine-

meter grid that accommodates a three-by-three-

meter room module, providing the flexibility to 

form a variety of different arrangements for 

patient and examination rooms.

EFFICIENT
IMAGES COURTESY OF CAZA
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GREEN MATERIALS 
Healthcare designers are embracing durable, 

green exterior materials at the building facade, 

allowing structures to be more sustainable and 

long-lasting. 

Spazio Lilt center, designed by OTTAVIO DI 

BLASI & Partners (Milan), is a two-story building 

conceived around a central distribution core 

articulated by two juxtaposed curved wings. 

The design is energy efficient and built with 

environmentally friendly and recyclable 

materials. The most iconic feature of the building 

is the glazed terracotta façade in red and white, 

the colors of LILT. The large terracotta louvers 

shield the building from direct sunlight and 

provide privacy to clinics, and are an extremely 

durable material. 

EFFICIENT
IMAGE COURTESY OF  OTTAVIO DI BLASI & PARTNERS; PHOTOGRAPHY @ BEPPE RASO



SYMBOLIC

INSPIRATION 
Promote an interactive and more 

creative approach to design.  
 

Look to a community’s culture, history, 
and local habitat.  

Strive for design that promotes a dialogue 
regarding healthy living. 

Provide aesthetically pleasing, and

site-integrated design.

APPLICATION 
Use nature-influenced geometrical form. 

Design healthcare facilities that are symbolic 
representations of the function they serve.  

9

IMAGE COURTESY OF ZGF ARCHITECTS; PHOTOGRAPHY ©  HEDRICH BLESSING PHOTOGRAPHERS 



SURROUNDING AREA

Healthcare design is looking to the natural 

environment for inspiration in creating healthier 

surroundings.

University of Arizona Cancer Center, 

designed by ZGF Architects, boasts layering of 

glass, copper-colored metal, and neutral stone 

at the building façade, establishing the building’s 

unique identity on the campus. Travertine stone, in 

a variegated palette of creams, tans, and browns, 

matches the desert surroundings, and gives 

scale to the pedestrian environment.  The double 

façade on the east and west is cloaked in an outer 

layer of folded, perforated-metal sunshades that 

protect the exam rooms and offices from the 

glare of the morning and evening sun, helping to 

control heat gain and providing a sense of privacy, 

while still allowing for unobstructed views. The 

folded facade also is influenced by native reptiles 

in the area. 
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SYMBOLIC
IMAGE COURTESY OF ZGF ARCHITECTS; PHOTOGRAPHY ©  HEDRICH BLESSING PHOTOGRAPHERS 



AIR
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SYMBOLIC

Introducing symbolic themes allows for the 

exterior design of the building to directly 

connect to the function of the interior, and 

provides an opportunity to use architecture and 

design to create something to help heal a hurting 

community and spread a strong message of hope.

Kraków Oxygen Home, designed by Iranian 

architects Nima Nian and Behdad Heydari, is 

a support center for lung cancer sufferers 

located in the Polish city of Kraków, where air 

pollution is at dangerously high levels. The 

curved translucent glass sanctuary being built 

in the city’s Bror Hansson park wraps around 

a garden courtyard with an apple tree at its 

center. As well as providing community facilities, 

it will help to raise awareness of the city’s 

pollution problems. The building is meant to be 

a “pollution-free object like a cloud”, with the 

glass intended to create a hazy effect similar to a 

cloud of smoke.
IMAGE COURTESY OF  NIMA NIAN AND BEHDAD HEYDARI



INSPIRATION 
Focus on enhanced comfort and reduced 
stress.

Connect to a healthcare facility’s immediate 
surroundings. 

Blur the lines between interior and exterior 
environment.

APPLICATION 
Apply imagery that reflects the surrounding 
environment. 

Form a connection between the user and 
nature, facilitating the healing process.
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ARCHITECTURE
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Referencing adjacent vernacular architecture 

within healthcare facilities allow for iconic, 

spirited interiors. 

Making its home in an existing brick building 

in Seattle, Eye Eye seeks to playfully reflect 

the image of the street and that of the patron 

trying on eyewear. Best Practice Architecture 

deliberately aimed to toy with perception and 

reflection as you move through the space, giving 

the visitor multiple viewpoints simultaneously. 

The concept evolved to incorporate a series 

of powder-coated steel “house” frames which 

march rhythmically through the space, and are 

clad with a mixture of custom acrylic & wood 

eyeglass display boxes and mirrored surfaces.

REFLECTION

IMAGE COURTESY OF BEST PRACTICE ARCHITECTURE; PHOTOGRAPHY © RAFAEL SOLDI



VEGETATION
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Introducing natural imagery within the interior 

of healthcare facilities can reduce stress and 

allow for a more calm, healing environment. 

Traditionally, radiation treatment centers 

are placed below ground and are barren of 

natural light and amenities that support the 

psychological and emotional needs of cancer 

patients. Kraemer Radiation Oncology 

Center, designed by Yazdani Studio of 

CannonDesign, is a medical center that brought 

it’s oncology radiation services above ground 

and into the light. To alleviate the stress 

and anxiety that comes with treatment, they 

harnessed natural light, views to nature, and 

soothing interior colors to create a calming 

and nature-oriented experience that feels more 

like a spa than a diagnostic treatment center. 

REFLECTION

IMAGE COURTESY OF YAZDANI STUDIO OF CANNONDESIGN; PHOTOGRAPHY ©BRUCE DAMONTE 



THANK YOU 
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CREDITS
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All photos and content used with Permission

Designers featured:

• HAPTIC

• LINK arkitektur

• CAZA

• Ottavio Di Blasi & Partners

• ZGF Architects

• Nima Nian and Behdad Heydari

• BEST PRACTICE ARCHITECTURE

• Yazdani Studio of CannonDesign


